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Marie Mason Update

Marie Mason, a long-time Fifth Estate contributor, sentenced in February to almost 
22-years in prison following a guilty plea for two acts of property destruction on 
behalf of the environment, is now an inmate at the Waseca federal prison, 75 

miles south of Minneapolis. (See Fifth Estate #380, Spring 2009). 
Marie is serving the longest sentence of any Green Scare arrestee. (Jeffrey ñFreeò 

Luers originally received over 22 years for torching SUVs in Eugene, Ore., but on ap-
peal his sentence was reduced to ten years and he will be released in December.) 
Marieôs lawyer is currently appealing her sentence on the grounds of its wildly dis-
proportionate severity.

Federal ofýcials have also waged a dirty war against her family, alternately ha-
rassing her mother, daughter, son, as well as one of her ex-partners.

Supporters such as the Civil Liberties Defense Center (CLDC) and members 
of the IWW have held beneýts for her in Eugene, Portland the Twin Cities, and Ann Arbor. 
Movement singer/songwriter, David Rovics, frequently dedicates his song, ñA Kiss Behind 
the Barricadesò to her at his concerts. www. freemarie.org www.supportmariemason.org

The following interview was conducted via letters in June. 
Since the interview, Marie is now working as a guitar in-
structor and is no longer toiling in the prison kitchen.

Marie Mason Moved to Federal 
Prison to Begin Sentence
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